
Latinos in Indiana:
A Demographic Overview with a 

Focus on Housing

Presentation to the 14th Annual Indiana 
Affordable Housing Conference

September 15, 2004
Indianapolis Convention Center

Timothy Ready
Institute for Latino Studies
University of Notre Dame



Latino Population of Indiana

• 236,367    (2002 Estimate)

• 3.9% of Indiana’s Population
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Latino Population Growth: 
1980-1990, 2000 and 1990 



Latino Population of Indiana, 1980 –
2002, and Projected to 2030
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Ten Indiana Counties with at 
Least 3,000 Latino Residents

Latino Percent % of Latinos
Residents Latino Foreign-Born

Lake 59,128 12.2% 20.2%
Marion 33,290 3.9% 54.1%
Elkhart 16,300 8.9% 58.9%
Allen 13,877 4.2% 36.3%
St. Joseph 12,557 4.7% 35.5%
Tippecanoe 7,834 5.3% 54.1%
Porter 7,097 4.8% 12.6%
Kosciusko 3,722 5.0% 39.9%
LaPorte 3,402 3.1% 29.9%
Noble 3,299 7.1% 57.9%



Counties with the Largest Latino 
Populations: 1990 and 2000
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Indiana Latinos who Are 
Foreign-Born

• 35% Latinos who are foreign-born

• 23% Percent of foreign-born 
Latinos are citizens
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Who Speaks Spanish in 
Indiana?

• 185,576 report speaking Spanish at home

• Of these,116,756 (63%) are U.S. born
• 71% of U.S. born Spanish speakers report also speaking English 

“very well.”

– 68,820 (37%) are foreign-born
• 27% of foreign-born Spanish speakers report also speaking English 

“very well.”
* Universe: Population 5 years and older.



Indiana Educational Attainment : 
Latino, Black and White (not 

Latino), in Percent*
Latino Black White

< 12 Years 42% 25% 17%
HS Grad 28% 33% 38%
Some College 19% 30% 25%
Bachelor’s 7% 8% 12%
Grad/Prof Degree 4% 4% 7%

* Universe: Population 25 years and older
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Percentage of Latino Households 
that Are Owner Occupied



Owner Occupied Households in Indiana, by 
Race/Ethnicity
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Owner-Occupied Housing in Indianapolis 
by Race/Ethnicity
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Hoosiers Paying at Least 30% of Household Income in Gross Rent, 
by Race and Ethnicity, 2000 (housholds with related children)
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